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ABSTRACT
This study examines the correlation of music programs in inner-city schools to affluent
schools. This thesis will view the impact of socioeconomic status, living environment,
retention of teachers, high-accountability testing, and how these factors affect the reduction
of secondary music programs in inner-city schools. This research is intended to aid music
teachers as well as administrative supporters improve the quality of music education in
inner-city schools.
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION
One of the most notable of all changes that have transpired in education, has been
the rapid growth and development of instrumental music programs in public schools.
These programs provide entertainment during school and community events, as well as
serve as an outlet for character building and social growth. The benefits of music
programs in inner-city schools go far beyond the walls of the school building to foster
skills, work ethics, and relationships that last a lifetime. Students in music and arts gain a
deep and lasting sense of accomplishment and teamwork, which leads to respect, acclaim
and esteem of their peers, and community members.
Currently, music education n the United States faces a problem of stagnation. In
secondary music classes in our nation’s schools there are disparities that still exist. Even
though there are strong indicators in data that shows arts contribution to a complete
education, significant cuts have been made to music programs around the country.1
Consequently, many school music programs have either ended or are left managing issues
on how to sustain their programs with much less support. These disparities are common
amongst schools across America that share the same socioeconomic status that have
contributed to the decline of music programs in inner-city schools.

1

Tim Goral, “Budget Cuts Lead to Dissonance in School Music programs, (Beyond the News:
ARTS),” District administration. 54, no. 9 (2018).
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Throughout the years, initiatives such as raising the percentage of students enrolled
in arts courses and allocating more resources for arts education have been made by school
board members and community leaders. These initiatives were suggested to help close the
economic gap between schools and ensure that children would have access to the same
musical options regardless of their school choice. Included in the initiatives were plans to
have at least one full-time music teacher in elementary school, and every middle and high
school offer courses in music, visual arts, dance and/or theatre.2 During the inception of the
new music plan, school administrators were to be held accountable for ensuring the
success of these new addendums, but the guidelines were not specific as to how music was
to be implemented. Music is not considered to be an accountability area in the realms of
testing data, so in turn, the needs of music programs are minimalized.
Secondary music programs across the nation have experienced a reduction in
support to sustain the arts since these guidelines were released. As a result of the actions of
persons in leadership positions that could positively or negatively affect school change,
students and teachers have been significantly impacted once again. Although bands are
often chosen to elevate the entertainment experience for the student body and perform for
school events featuring dignitaries, administrators often choose to allocate resources for
college and graduation ready programs rather than fund music and arts programs. In this
study, the current researcher will us archival data and review verified school board

2

Jennifer Clements, “Superintendendt Vitti leaves legacy of restored arts education,” Cathedral Arts
Project, http://capkids.org/wp-content/uploads/Cathedral-Arts-Project-Superintendent-Vitti-1.pdf
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financial and academic records in order to find the disparities, if any amongst secondary
music programs.
Background
Band has been a staple in the community for decades and has a played a pivotal
role in impacting the educational growth of public-school students across America. A great
majority of inner-city school students have used music to provide them with postsecondary educational opportunities. However, over the past twenty years, inner-city
public schools in the United States have experienced significant cuts and reductions in
music and arts programs. The cuts made to music programs have eliminated a viable
means of financial support that was once used to assist students with college tuition when
their scholarly abilities could not. Although meaningful progress has been made to restore
music and arts programs in inner-city schools, most music programs are struggling to
maintain relevance. Even with the support of school administrators, some inner-city
schools may still experience financial hardships and low student enrollment. At the time of
this writing, there is a shortage of teachers in the profession. 3 The shortage is more
noticeable by the researcher in inner-city schools, which can affect these school’s ability to
build and maintain successful music programs that would be comparable to more affluent
schools. Despite the reduction and cuts to music programs, some schools are able to
provide a quality education to their students, while others find it difficult to teach with

3

Florida Education Association, “Teacher and Staff Shortage,” Feb 15th 2022, Florida Education
Association, https://feaweb.org/issues-action/teacher-and-staff-shortage/
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efficacy. This research seeks to provide the readers with an explanation as to why music
programs have gone from stellar programs to almost non-existent in most inner-city
schools.
Statement of the Problem
In secondary music classes in public schools, there are disparities that still exist
regardless of the progress made by superintendents over the last ten years. School board
officials in the state of Florida increased the allocation of financial support to arts
departments to an unspecified amount. During the inception of the increased allocations for
arts in all schools, school administrators were to be held accountable for ensuring that
every child in their district would have music as an option in their buildings. After a few
years, secondary music programs have shown a substantial reduction in size or were cut
completely from school districts after the allocation of financial support was reduced. As a
result of the actions of the government legislation, students and teachers in inner-city
schools have been systematically led into failure. With the passing of Controlled Open
Enrollment in Florida, parents are allowed to take their children to any school in the
district that has not reached capacity.4 This legislative action makes it difficult for
neighborhood schools to maintain positive enrollment numbers.
As a public-school teacher in the inner-city, the writer of this thesis has witnessed a
shortage of teachers in the music profession, more noticeably in inner-city schools.

4

Section 1002.3.1, Florida Statutes
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As a result, inner-city schools are left with concentrated amounts of low performing
students and not enough high performers to balance out the data. Teachers in low
socioeconomic schools experience shortages in basic items such as printing paper and a
working copying machine, while students are left with outdated and broken musical
instruments. Although some inner-city schools experience success, others are struggling to
maintain high quality educators and music programs.
Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between low
socioeconomic status and high socioeconomic status schools, the expenditures per
pupil, and how they are both related to the outcome of secondary music programs
in their perspective surroundings. There are many resources that assist educators on
how to create a successful music program in a perfect environment. Yet, there are
very few resources that address what happens when the ideal situation is not
available for the music educator. This research proposes to give the reader an
insight to why music programs have diminished in inner-city schools.
Research Questions
The essential question addressed in this thesis is:
How does a lack of music training in primary grades effect musical
growth in secondary inner-city school students?
Sub questions addressed in this research include:
1) What are the effects of redlining on socioeconomic growth?

5
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2) How does state testing prevent inner-city schools from establishing quality
music programs?
3) In what ways has musical learning at the secondary level been impacted by the
shortage of middle school music programs?
4) What factors have influenced teacher shortages in inner-city schools?
Hypothesis
Evidence presented in this paper will show that high-stakes testing, which is
used to determine whether or not a student receives a diploma, has influenced the
reduction of music programs in inner-city schools after its inception. Evidence will
also reveal that there are financial disparities between high socioeconomic schools
and low socioeconomic schools. Evidence presented in this paper will show how
secondary music teachers have been affected by the shortage of middle school
music programs.
Significance of the Study
The data compiled from this study will help secondary school principals make
better decisions in regard to the budgetary constraints placed on performing arts. The
results of the study will benefit the community and schools by providing a clear path
to understanding why the secondary music programs have declined in the last twenty
years. The results would also help stakeholders with developing plans of action to
rectify problems and open the door for conversations to achieving viable solutions to
the low enrollment in music programs in inner-city schools.

6
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CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction
There have been concerns in the educational system that music in inner-city
schools have been reduced dramatically over time. Of greatest concern is whether music
programs will eventually become obsolete or regain their once prominent stature. The
primary purpose of this review is to ascertain if there is compelling evidence that
socioeconomic status and high-stakes testing has an effect on the success of music
programs in inner-city schools. This literature review seeks to reveal the deficit in
resources and research in inner-city music programs.
Music Support in Inner-City Schools
To gain an understanding of how where students live effects their outcome, reading
the literature by Tracy Jan, gives foundational material on the topic of redlining and
segregation which is the beginning of systematic disadvantages in inner-city schools.
According to Tracy Jan, “the findings have implications for political debates over housing,
banking and financial regulation, as well as civil rights.” 5 The research by Tracy Jan also
reveals that the discriminatory neighborhoods are currently struggling to maintain
economic stability.6 Economic stability is needed to sustain, build and grow music
programs in public schools.

5

Tracy Jan, “Redlining was banned 50 years ago.It’s still hurting minorities today,” The
Washington Post, March 28th 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redliningwas-banned-50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/
6 Tracy Jan, “Redlining was banned 50 years ago.It’s still hurting minorities today,” The
Washington Post, March 28th 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redliningwas-banned-50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/
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The article “On the Chopping Block Again” by freelance writer Mary Tamer, gives
a descriptive account of the economic despair as seen in the urban neighborhoods in Ohio
that are similar to those in Florida. Accoridng to Tamer, “31 states face budget shortfalls of
$30 billion or more.” 7 Tamer addresses the issues that are prevalent in our urban schools
and adds additional support to the argument of how there is a decline of arts in inner city
schools and attributes it to the “extreme budget cuts.” The resources presented provided the
necessary information needed to understand the factors that contributed to the decline of
music programs in inner city schools and also shows how the elimination of music
programs can be prevented.
Redlining
Redlining's effect is virtually determined by where American citizens are able to
live. In order to understand the problems of secondary school music programs, we must
focus on the root of the problem. The systematic implementation of policies that have
negatively impacted secondary schools began in a time where political decisions were
made based on class, gender, and unfortunately race. The decisions made by politicians in
the 1930’s decided where most people could live and grow socially and economically. As
time went on, the results of political agendas such as redlining would create wealth gaps
that neighborhoods would never recover from.

7

Mary Tamer, “On The Chopping Block Again,” Harvard ED. Magazine, Summer 2009,
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/ed/09/06/chopping-block-again
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In the U.S, homeownership is the number-one method of accumulating basic
financial foundation, but for some minorities it is an idea that is not so easily attainable.
Over several decades, federal homeownership policies concentrated primarily on minority
and poor neighborhoods where lending practices denied homeownership to qualified
people of color or charged them rates that were substantially higher than their peers.8
These practices reinforced segregation in American cities and continued until 1968 with
the creation of the Fair Housing Act that banned racial discrimination in housing.9 But
even with the incorporation of the Fair Housing Act, neighborhoods in these redlined areas
continue to struggle economically. This fact shows how policies that influence access to
capital has a long-term effect on the health and wealth of a community. “Education policy
is constrained by housing policy: it is not possible to desegregate schools without
desegregating both low-income and affluent neighborhoods.” 10
In the 1930’s, government surveyors used red ink to identify redlined areas as
credit risks, based upon the residents racial and ethnic backgrounds.11 As a result of this

8

Fadumo M. Abdi, Kristine Andrews, “Redlining has left many communities of color exposed to
lead,” Child Trends, February 13th 2018, https://www.childtrends.org/redlining-left-many-communitiescolor-exposed-lead.
9

Tracy Jan, “Redlining was banned 50 years ago. It’s still hurting minorities today,” Washington
Post, March 28th 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redlining-was-banned50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/.
10

Richard Rothstein, “The Racial Achievement Gap, Segregated Schools, and Segregated
Neighborhoods- A Constitutional Insult,” November 14th 2014, https://www.epi.org/publication/the-racialachievement-gap-segregated-schools-and-segregated-neighborhoods-a-constitutional-insult?.
11

Tracy Jan, “Redlining was banned 50 years ago. It’s still hurting minorities today,” Washington
Post, March 28th 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redlining-was-banned50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/.
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practice, the housing market in these areas fell into disrepair, and over time schools and
small businesses in these areas lost value as well due to disinvestment and segregation.12
Today approximately sixty percent of African Americans live in areas that were deemed as
redlined before 1968 and their home values have subsequently declined. These practices of
redlining directly influence the types of students that are enrolled in neighborhood public
schools, and their school’s success is a direct reflection of the environment in which the
students are from. Table 1 Shows how districts allocate funding for each school.

12

Fadumo M. Abdi, Kristine Andrews, “Redlining has left many communities of color exposed to
lead,” Child Trends, February 13th 2018, https://www.childtrends.org/redlining-left-many-communitiescolor-exposed-lead.
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Table 1, Florida Department of Education, (Funding for Florida School Districts)
Page 9.13

Researchers have found that neighborhoods in the south that were redlined in the
1930’s and the areas marked as best during this time period still retain their overall
13

Florida Department of Education, FLDOE, Funding For School Districts 2022,
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/Fefpdist.pdf
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demographic. The majority of such neighborhoods remain low-to-moderate income while
the others remain middle-to-upper income.14 By these statistics alone, it is possible to
identify the root cause of the disparity between all public schools. When parents are denied
access to financial capital in these redlined areas, it makes it nearly impossible for them to
set aside funds for extracurricular activities such as music. New York University
sociologist Patrick Sharkey defines a poor neighborhood as one where “20 percent of the
residents are poor, not 40 percent. A 20-percent-poor neighborhood is still severely
disadvantaged. In such a neighborhood, many, if not most other residents are likely to have
very low incomes, although not so low as to be below the official poverty line.”15
Schools benefit from rising real estate markets and the subsequent rise in real estate
taxes that are used to fund public education. In an effort to increase salaries, fill vacant
staff positions, and support arts and athletics, in February of 2022, Duval County
Superintendent requested a one mill increase in property tax. This means the tax rate in the
county would increase by one dollar for every thousand, of taxable assessed property
value.16 In 2020, the same school district requested a half-cent tax increase to help
14
Tracy Jan, “Redlining was banned 50 years ago. It’s still hurting minorities today,” Washington
Post, March 28th 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redlining-was-banned50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/.
15

Richard Rothstein, “The Racial Achievement Gap, Segregated Schools, and Segregated
Neighborhoods- A Constitutional Insult,” November 14th 2014, https://www.epi.org/publication/the-racialachievement-gap-segregated-schools-and-segregated-neighborhoods-a-constitutional-insult?.
16

Joe Mclean, “Explainer: Duval County schools’ half-cent sales tax vs. millage rate increase,”
News4Jax, 2022. Accessed February 2022, https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/02/16/explainerduval-county-schools-half-cent-sales-tax-vs-millage-rate-increase/
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modernize its aging schools, with the bill passing in their favor. Some of the lowestincome areas will often see most of the tax dollars as their needs are more immediate than
the affluent neighborhood schools.17
In a recent study of home mortgage and small-business lending in Baltimore, it was
found that race was the leading factor in mortgage approval in the city. As late as 2015 it
was discovered that redlining persists in over sixty metropolitan areas in the U.S.18
Another study shows that “predominately nonwhite school districts receive $23 billion less
funding than majority white school districts despite serving the same number of
students.”19
This reality is the result of years of systematic oppression in these underserved
areas creating an atmosphere where students lack the skills needed to be successful in
school and competitive in the job market. A direct relationship between income and
education can be made by looking at the reading and math proficiency rates in affluent and
poor communities. In neighborhoods where the average income is $115,000, the math
proficiency rate is 30% above the state average while in neighborhoods where the average

17

Ibid
Tracy Jan, “Redlining was banned 50 years ago. It’s still hurting minorities today,” Washington
Post, March 28th 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redlining-was-banned50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/.
18

19

Lynette Guastaferro, “Why racial inequities in America’s schools are rooted in housing policies of
the past,” November 2nd 2020, https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/02/how-redlining-stillhurts-black-latino-students-public-schools-column/6083342002/.
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14

income is $26,000, and the reading proficiency rate is 17% below the state average.20
Literacy rate is one of the leading predictors in juvenile incarceration.21 Table 2 shows the
literacy skill levels of juveniles in Duval County in 2006.22
Table 2, The Jacksonville Journey, (City of Jacksonville), 200623
“In 2009, only 14% of 4th grade students from high-poverty schools scored at or

Florida Department of Corrections
Inmate Literacy Skill Levels
2006

Above 9th Grade

28.2%
71.8%
Below 9th Grade

46.7% Below 6th
Grade

above the proficient level in reading on the National Assessment of Educational Progress

20

Lynette Guastaferro, “Why racial inequities in America’s schools are rooted in housing policies of
the past,” November 2nd 2020, https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/02/how-redlining-stillhurts-black-latino-students-public-schools-column/6083342002/.
21

City of Jacksonville, “The Jacksonville Journey,” The City of Jacksonville, 2006,
https://www.coj.net/mayor/docs/the-jacksonville-journey/journey--take-a-step---historicalinformation/presentationintervention020408.aspx.
22

Ibid.

23

Ibid.
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(NAEP) whereas half the students in low-poverty schools met or exceeded the threshold
for proficiency.”24 Similarly, in math just 17% of students from high-poverty schools
scored at the proficient level or above on the NAEP while 60% of students from lowpoverty schools performed at the proficient level or better. The differences are even larger
for students in large cities, where the proportion of students who are eligible for free and
reduced-price lunch (FRL) earning a proficient score in either math or reading is lower
than for FRL students in the rest of the nation.25
With the largest source of funding coming from property taxes, in a global
pandemic, U.S citizens living in urban areas were not able to benefit on the low interest
rates and purchase homes. 26 This creates an additional strain on the amount of funds
accessible to school districts that could be allocated to school music programs. The
unfortunate reality of this situation is that the cost of operating a school still has to be met
and those costs often increase while the federal and state support decreases.27 However,

24 Tim R. Sass, Jane Hannaway, Zeyu Xu, David N. Figlio, Li Feng,”Value added of teachers in
high-poverty schools and lower poverty schools,”Journal of Urban Economics, Volume 72, Issues – 2-3,
2012, Journal of Urban Economics,Volume 72, Issues 2–3, 2012, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2012.04.004.
(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0094119012000216)
25

Ibid

26
Elliot Anenberg and Daniel Ringo, “Housing Market Tightness During Covid-19:Increase
Demand or Reduced Supply, Federal Reserve, July 8th 2021,
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/notes/feds-notes/housing-market-tightness-during-covid-19increased-demand-or-reduced-supply-20210708.htm
27
Joseph Pergoda, “Music Education in Crisis,” National Educational Music Company, Februray,
2014, https://www.nemc.com/resources/articles/music-education-in-crisis_90
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school districts in more affluent communities have a greater opportunity for a wellbalanced music education, as they are not affected by the restraints of low income.
Health Issues as a Result of Redlining
Another cause for the disparity in secondary schools is the health of the
community. Just as social and economic disadvantages play a role in student performance,
healthcare adversities are equally as important. Students and families in poor communities
are often exposed to chemicals and unsafe conditions as the results of their economic
status. Students that have health conditions are less likely to stay focused in school or join
organizations due to their underlying health conditions. Students living in low-income
housing that is being poorly managed by profiteers will suffer the worst. People in these
areas are living in rodent infested apartments with multiple siblings, and experience
moments where they cannot eat or live safely due to rodents being in their food and in their
personal belongings.28
Public health agencies have reported that minority children have been more likely
to be exposed to lead poisoning than their white counter parts.29 Homes and schools built
before 1975 were built using lead paint and iron pipes in the plumbing that breaks down
28

David Bauerlein, “Jacksonville City Council member says HUD should condemn rat-overrun
Hilltop Village,” Jacksonville.com, May, 10th, 2021,
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/local/2021/05/10/jacksonville-councilmember-wants-hilltopvillage-shut-down-over-rat-infestation/5025823001/
29

Fadumo M. Abdi, Kristine Andrews, “Redlining has left many communities of color exposed to
lead,” Child Trends, February 13th 2018, https://www.childtrends.org/redlining-left-many-communitiescolor-exposed-lead.

16

16

The Decline of Middle School Music Programss in Major U.S.
In Major U.S. Inner City Schools

over the years. Minority families exposed to the lead in these buildings, were suffering
from lead poisoning and a variety of health conditions.30 Students with less access to
preventive health care are more likely to be absent from school and will fall behind in the
educational setting because of attendance issues.31
The effects of redlining still displaces black families into low socioeconomic and
racially disadvantaged neighborhoods.32 Looking further into the effects of redlining in
minority communities, it can be argued that there is a higher proportion of educational and
cultural disadvantages taking place in minority communities than affluent communities.
According to Fadumo Abdi and Krisitne Andrews, as recently as 2006, “28 percent of
African American households faced housing-related lead exposure risks, compared with 20
percent of white families.”33
Gentrification
In affluent neighborhoods, schools are populated by families that can afford the
property taxes that fund public education. As a result, gentrification (revival of urban
areas) begins to create disparities in schools. Families that grew up in generational homes

30

Fadumo M. Abdi, Kristine Andrews, “Redlining has left many communities of color exposed to
lead,” Child Trends, February 13th 2018, https://www.childtrends.org/redlining-left-many-communitiescolor-exposed-lead.
31

Ibid.

32

Ibid.

33

Ibid.
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in these neighborhoods disperse into suburb apartments. When property taxes increase in
these neighborhoods, those that can afford the increases will stay, while others will move
to other areas with lower taxes. As mentioned before, taxes fund public education, so this
means that affluent neighborhoods will receive more access to academic resources while
those that suffer economic hardships will receive less. In theory, schools are meant to be
equal, but when the funding is low, students are deprived of the necessary resources
needed to be successful.
The idea of neighborhood revitalization had great intentions, but those intentions
did not go as planned. Gentrification was introduced into low-income areas and changed
the disposition of neighborhoods for years to come. The encyclopedia describes
gentrification as “the revival of urban areas by a set of demographic economic, and spatial
changes.”34 Because gentrification increases property values and brings a mainstream
culture to older neighborhoods, the newly neighbors are often accused of displacing lowincome residents. 35

34
International Encyclopedia of the Sciences, “Gentrification,”
https://www.encyclopedia.com/literature-and-arts/art-and-architecture/architecture/gentrification
35

International Encyclopedia of the Sciences, “Gentrification,”
https://www.encyclopedia.com/literature-and-arts/art-and-architecture/architecture/gentrification
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Acoording to Micere Keels:
The ideal make-up of a gentrified society would include the middle-class desire for
urban culture and diversity where gentrifying families would enroll their students
in the neighborhood school, where they would interact with children of diverse
backgrounds and learn from each other. Additionally, parents gentrifying into the
neighborhoods would socialize at school functions, PTA meetings and share
information and ideas.36
This collaborative effort would lead to a higher likelihood of shared economic and
political resources that can improve the quality of education in the neighborhood school.
Given the current state of music in secondary schools, this scenario is far from reality.
Keels also mentions that, “The reality is often different, however, as many gentrifying
families do not have school-aged children, and those who do, have non-neighborhood
public and private school options.”37 When parents elect to send their students to school,
they are most likely not going to select a school where low-income students dominate the
demographics. With this in mind, school choice options have become a viable option for
parents that wish to enroll their kids in more affluent schools, but neighborhood parents
that lack the economic fortitude are forced to remain in the schools in which they are zoned
for. According to Keels, “Such actions reinforce stratification within the community and
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Public Schools,” City and Community, September 13th, 2013, accessed January 16th, 2022,
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reduce any effect of gentrification on the composition or achievement of local public
schools.”38
In gentrifying neighborhoods in Washington, neighborhood schools find it hard to
attract the students that have been moving into the neighborhood. The population is not
indicative of the growing number of middle-class white families that live there.39 Before
gentrification was a factor, neighborhood schools experienced enrollments that would
reach their capacity, but as other families moved in, they did not elect to enroll into the
neighborhood school, taking their full-time equivalent dollars with them. This disparity
causes schools to shut down to a lack of enrollment.
In Jacksonville, Florida in the sixties, two schools were built at the same time. One
school on the north west side of town in the inner-city, and the other on the far east side
with nearly identical floor plans. During the sixties, both schools thrived as high-level
academic centers for learning, but generations later, they are vastly different. The school
on the northside’s enrollment is made up of students from a background of extreme
poverty and violence, while the school on the eastside served privileged beach students.
With the northside school serving so many students that were below grade level in reading,
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it left little to no time left for music courses in a student’s schedule. This inner-city school
in its prime served over 2,200 students, but currently enrolls between 950 – 1200.40
In an effort to close the achievement gap, district leaders have changed leadership
in struggling schools over the years, brought in new teachers, provided Saturday classes
and other resources needed to help families in low socioeconomic areas.41 However, the
problems that these students face are beyond the reach of the school leaders, as most of
them are experiencing extreme poverty, from single-parent households, and sometimes
homeless. When all of these students are assigned to the same school and experiencing
similar social and economic disadvantages, it makes it an extremely difficult task to
maintain proficient academic standards. The students that attend these schools are
frequently worried with maintaining personal necessities such as running water, a decent
meal, and electricity rather than studying to earn high scores on progress monitoring
assessments.
Socioeconomic status as defined by M. Bornstein, and R. Bradley is the relative
position of individuals, families, or groups, in social systems where societal values are not
equally distributed.42 According to a 2018 US Census Report, “almost forty million people
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are at or below the poverty line in the United States. Furthermore, approximately 17.5% of
all children live at or below the poverty line.”43 Regardless of a student’s personality and
skill set, the conditions of poverty can prove to be an additional barrier to enjoying an
activity with an expensive cost such as band. Attendance is an additional challenge for
students in low-income families. There is a high likeliness that they may need to care for a
younger sibling or move frequently.44 Research suggests that students from lower
socioeconomic areas would also have a more difficult time gaining access to an
instrumental program.45
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CHAPTER III: METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter will address the research design of this thesis which includes the
methodology, the collection of data, and study limitations.
Research Approach
This research will focus on providing evidence to help explain the decline of music
programs in inner-city schools, through the collection of a literature review. The design of
this research is analytical and historical. This research’s findings were obtained using
statistical data from JSTOR, Google, and the Jerry Falwell Library.
Research Findings
Due to the nature of the problem, the research findings were based on public data
and published scholarly materials. There has not been a vast amount of existing research
respective to music programs in inner-city schools, which can limit the scope of this
research. Additionally, the research that is available supports the need for funding in innercity music programs.
Data Collection
For the development of this thesis, data was ascertained using various resources
including e-books, theses, primary resources, dissertations, newspaper articles, and
journals. Although public school data is available to the public, the details of financial
allocations are difficult to ascertain from educational institutions. Public records are
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essential to the validity of this research. In order to complete this research, the current
researcher accessed verifiable archived public data.
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CHAPTER IV: RESEARCH FINDINGS
Teacher Retention in Inner City Schools
The decline of music programs in inner-city schools has a dark history. Long
before integration was established, the education and retention of qualified teachers was a
significant problem for inner-city schools. In 1885, the Florida Constitution prohibited
white and black from being taught in the same school. Likewise, European-American and
African-American (or black) teachers were unable to teach non-white/ or EuropeanAmerican students. This type of behavior persisted for years and was reinforced by a
Florida statute in 1913 that made it a criminal offense for teachers of one race to instruct
pupils of the other in public schools.46 These inequalities made it difficult to educate
inner-city students due to the lack of teacher preparation on the behalf of the educators and
marked the beginning of systematic oppression.
When teachers of color were finally hired, the pay was historically substantially
lower than those of white teachers. In 1928 the average salary for a black teacher averaged
$482.96 while the average white teacher averaged $1235.25.47 Despite the best intentions
of the state, discrimination was a major influence on the retention of qualified teachers in
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public schools. Along with inequalities in teacher salaries, per-pupil spending was unequal.
According to data, “in the 1945-1946 school year, the average per-pupil spending in
Florida was $273 for White students and $59 for Black students.”48 With these inequalities
in place, it would be a long time before music programs of color to exude excellence and
gain the notoriety of exemplary musicianship as their counterparts.
For music programs to be sustainable and grow, there has to be equitable spending
on students and educators that will remain in a school long enough for the product to
manifest. In inner-city schools, however, teacher retention rates are an additional burden to
the problems that prohibit schools from exuding stellar music and arts programs. “Students
of color and students who live in poverty are disproportionately served by less
experienced, less effective teachers than white students from affluent backgrounds.”49 In
order for inner-city schools to cultivate bright and effective programs of music, they must
recruit and retain highly skilled professionals that look like them. Figure 3 shows the
disparity between teachers and course offerings in Virginia. These disparities can create
additional concerns for students, parents, and teachers.
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Table 3, Unequal Opportunities: Fewer Resources, Worse Outcomes for Students
in Schools with Concentrated Poverty, (The Common Wealth Institute)50

While low poverty schools are seen as safe, academically sound, and will provide
the best post-secondary opportunities for their children, high poverty in Virginia has led to
more inexperienced teachers in the low socioeconomic areas. In addition to students
experiencing hardships at home, the treatment is the same in the inner-city schools that
they attend, as the neighborhood schools also have to teach with fewer resources.51 High
poverty can be seen in many areas but can be noticed more in a city like Richmond that
reported 63% of its schools as high poverty.52
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The same disparities can be seen in an urban area located in Michigan. Over a fiveyear period they experienced a 4% loss in teachers, while an affluent neighborhood
averaged less than 1%.53 Recent surveys by school administrators and music educators in
the Midwest revealed that music teaching positions had been eliminated at an average rate
of one per district.54 When teachers are constantly moving and no consistency in leadership
is available, the inner-city school music programs experience the same inconsistencies year
to year. Additionally, music educators are placed in a position where they have to work
twice as hard to revitalize programs that have gone through high turnovers and often need
intensive administrative and community support to be effective. Music educators will often
avoid teaching in these conditions and choose a path of less resistance and increased
financial support.
Teaching in an inner-city is a task that requires a great deal of patience. “Teachers

who were raised in environments other than those of their students may have very
different cultural, racial or socioeconomic backgrounds and can often have a difficult
time relating to their students.”55 When a teacher is different in ethnicity, religion,
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and/or culture, miscommunication can occur. Most new teachers find it difficult to relate
to students living in an environment that is unfamiliar to them and can experience culture
shock.
“New teachers are frequently ill-equipped and lack the skills needed to persevere in
an inner-city environment.”56 In prior studies, music educators have noted that they felt
unqualified once they entered the workplace, because their training in college was centered
around having the perfect conditions.57 When these teachers are faced with conditions such
as a lack of working instruments, and students that deal with high levels of disrespect and
emotional issues in the same room, they lack the ability of controlling the situation as a
professional because these skills are not taught in college. As a result of a disconnect in
study and practice, classroom management skills are also a major issue. Mariah Kornbluh
writes, “African American/Black and Latino/a student’s experience a higher level of
discriminatory disciplinary action and conflict with their teachers.”58 This type of
environment contributes to the decline of music in inner-city schools.
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The disposition of a teacher makes an impact on the achievement of a student in all
areas of education.59 If a teacher believes in a student, they are more likely to give their
best effort in each assignment. Because the student does not want to let a highly regarded
teacher down, they tend to abide by the rules. If a teacher displays a negative disposition,
the students will mirror the same behavior. Students of lower socioeconomic status are
more likely to attend underfunded schools, and according to Mariah Kornbluh, students in
these schools often view their school environment as lacking teacher support.60 The
negativity experienced by the students and faculty in the low performing environment
makes it difficult for music programs to thrive.
Maintaining effective teachers in the inner-city is particularly more challenging for
administrative personnel than for the administrators in affluent neighborhood schools.
There are not many educators that are anxious to work in low performing schools.
Research by Elizabeth Bettini, and Yujeong Park reveal that most highly effective
educators work in schools that are highly rated, while others teach in adverse conditions,
and hopefully for the love of the students.61 “Elementary teachers in North Carolina are 7%
more likely to leave low socioeconomic schools and find employment in a school district
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that does not experience severe economic hardships. This type of movement among highly
qualified teachers creates an environment of ineffective leadership in low socioeconomic
areas.”62 Having effective leadership is critically needed to have sustainability and viability
throughout the course of building and maintaining a successful music program.
Urban music educators have also experienced obstacles outside of teaching music.
This researcher has witnessed a lack of parental involvement, ineffective classroom
behavior, and administrative support as a few of the difficulties that inner-city music
educators experience. When educators are supported by administrators and parents, they
are more likely to remain in their school. It is difficult for secondary music teachers to
recruit students and principals to recruit teachers when media outlets frequently promote
negative stereotypes about their school in digital and print media. Handling the stereotypes
associated with teaching at an inner-city school can also present obstacles for music
educators. With adverse media attention, the public perception of a school can make it
difficult for teachers to remain and teach with efficacy.
A study done by the Jacksonville Public Educators Fund revealed disparities in
teacher retention as compared by an unnamed affluent, and inner-city school. The study
showed how principals and poverty affect teacher retention amongst these two schools.
When leadership changes in schools, most of the time teachers will follow. The percentage
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of students that are on free and reduced lunch also contribute to teacher retention. Teacher
retention rate was only 72% at the inner-city school with a 95% free and reduced lunch rate
while the affluent school was estimated to be ninety-one percent with only 31% of their
students receiving free and reduced lunch.63 Table 4 shows a comparison between an
inner-city school and an affluent school.
Table 4, Understanding Teacher Recruitment and Retention in Duval County,
(Jacksonville Public Education Fund) 2021.

“The average effectiveness of teachers in high poverty schools is in general less
than teachers in other schools and there is significantly greater variation in teacher quality
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among high poverty schools.”64 The differences are largely driven by the presence of
unqualified teachers in high-poverty schools. “The lower return to experience in highpoverty schools does not appear to be the result of differences in the quality of teachers
who leave teaching or who switch schools.”65 However, it is suggested that if the
environment in the lower performing school is adequate, the teachers’ skills will improve
over time.66 Susan Wharton writes, “Teachers’ commitment to schools that are populated
with low-income students has proven challenging to sustain; however, no single factor –
the students, their families, the school and its resources – explains teachers’ commitment,
or lack of commitment, adequately.”67
The Removal of Music in Elementary Schools
Participants that are active members of ensembles such as concert, jazz, or
marching band, color guard, or dance troupe are all subsidiaries of the music program. It
can be argued that the popularity of these groups is only second to football and basketball.
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Composer Aaron Copeland says, “To stop the flow of music would be like the
stopping of time itself, incredible and inconceivable.”68 However, in school districts across
the nation, new policies and restrictive funding has taken precedence over music education.
Some schools reduced K–5 music, while others cut teachers, reduced budgets, or
demanded that remaining teachers work laden schedules.69 While some schools have made
drastic cuts in their course offerings, others have not. It is not uncommon for cuts to
happen each year in schools, but particularly in inner-city schools, the cuts have been more
significant and noticeable.
In 2013, school districts in Michigan were faced with large budget deficits that
could only be closed by laying off employees, everyone taking a sizeable pay cut, or
teachers give up their planning time. However, after much deliberation, union members
decided to maintain their salaries and give up their planning time. This cut included the
elimination of 80 teaching positions, with 27 of those in elementary art and music.70
Author Ryan Shaw found that:
With this shift in ideology in play, the responsibility of learning art, music, as well
as physical education would be left up to the classroom teacher. This plan did not
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prove sustainable and did not provide the same level of expertise as the actual
music teachers could provide. As a result, the following summer, several arts
teachers were hired back as consultants to classroom teachers.71
The numbers in music reduction have continued to increase over the years. Shaw
notes that “the Center for Arts Education reported an 18% reduction in certified arts
teachers at the middle school level in New York between 2004 and 2012.”72 With the
number of teachers being around 210,000, the number of teachers reduced is staggering.
Additionally, according to Shaw the state lost 18% of its teachers which equates to nearly
37,800 educators.73 Although the data by Shaw does not include specifically music
educators, it can be argued that music educators are also in that demographic. District data
did not reveal a breakdown by content area.
With elementary and middle school music being the foundation for a strong arts
base, the elimination of it causes many students to miss these opportunities to learn, and
ultimately follow other paths of success. The National Center for Education Statistics
reported that in 1998, “only 3% of eight graders participated in orchestra, 18% in band, and
22% in choir.”74 Additionally, approximately 75% do not participate in any form of music.
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In a report on the descriptive profile of music programs in elementary schools, Abril and
Gault found that when socioeconomic status was taken into consideration, the amount of
course offerings was statistically lower in schools with large numbers of free and reduced
lunch participation rates.75
Music classes have been cut or combined into a one or two section course
offerings. For example, in Santa Barbara, jazz, marching, and concert classes, as well as
beginning band are combined into one section of a class.76 What tends to happen in
situations like Santa Barbara, that in combining these sections of differing styles, some
students are not engaged or are not enrolled for that particular style of music. For example,
it is similar to having volleyball, basketball, and baseball players scheduled during the
same block with one coach. Author Tim Goral found that during some school periods,
some band teachers also teach chorus, and some chorus teachers teach other instrumental
classes.
In California, between 1999 and 2004 there was a 27% reduction in the number of
music educators and a 47% drop in enrollment in music courses.77 Statistics such as this
from California, illustrate a few of the problems facing music educators, however these
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problems are prevalent nationwide. Music advocates have responded to the severe cuts in
funding by creating and supporting groups such as: The Music Education Advocacy, The
Support Music Coalition, and the Advocacy Children’s Workshop.
According to Peter Douskalis, “it is generally agreed that the overall objective of
modern education is the transition of cultural heritage, knowledge, skills, attitudes, and
ideals to create a responsible citizen."78 According to the Children’s Workshop, “experts
say that African American and Latino students do better in school, have higher graduation
rates and a better chance of entering college when exposed to music education consistently
in grades K-12.”79 Additionally, “disparities in grade level achievement between Florida's
White schools and Black schools was almost equal to disparities in grade level
achievement between the White students in the wealthiest county and the poorest
county.”80 Table 5 shows how teen arrests can be the result of a lack of educational
opportunities.
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Table 5 Resource Officer Misdemeanor and Felony Arrests, Million Elementary
School students don’t have access to music, (Childrens Music Workshop).81

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS
Misdemeanor and Felony Arrest
94/95

95/96

96/97

97/98

98/99

99/00

00/01

01/02

02/03

03/04

04/05

05/06

06/07

Misdemeanor
Arrests

540

805

605

692

749

871

939

974

976

1,134

722

789

443

Felony
Arrests

284

375

285

301

286

317

384

386

239

392

288

423

328

Total
Arrests

824

1,180

890

993

1,035

1,188

1,323

1,360

1,215

1,526

1,010

1,027

771

J. H. Davis, Founder of the Arts In Education Program at the Harvard Graduate
School Education believes that, encouraging students to participate in arts courses is a way
to save their disinterest.82 Professional basketball player Vince Carter, actress Jennifer
Garner, and former president Bill Clinton, all played the saxophone.83 With the life
lessons they learned in the arts such as self-motivation, perseverance, and goal setting,
these skills were able to transfer over into the work force, as well as other course studies.
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When youth are given the opportunity to performing in musical ensembles, students learn
not to give up and how to build moral character that will help them excel in their normal
lives.
Budget and Funding Discrepancies
An additional factor that contributed to the reduction of spending in the arts was the
introduction of Common Core Standards Act (CCSA), which was simply an enhanced
version of the No Child Left Behind Act. The CCSA increased standardized testing and
reduced the hours spent in arts classes.84 The reduction of time spent in arts and
humanities, more specifically music classes, began to result in less students engaged in the
art of music, which caused fewer students to attend college based on their musical
abilities.85 “National statistics on music education support these findings and show that
schools nationwide have reduced the time given to music education during the school day
and also have seen declining enrollment in music classes.”86
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The NCLB legislation led to a decline in budgets for music programs across the
country. This reduction and can be more significant on students in the inner-city, as many
scholars have argued the arts can have the potential to help close the achievement gap
amongst students in low-income and underperforming school districts. Carlos Abril and
Brent Gault found that NCLB had a negative effect on music programs.87 Abril and Gault
also revealed that “NCLB and standardized tests had the most negative impact on music
programs.”88 Additionally, in a national survey by Mcmurrer, sixteen percent of
administrators reported that they decreased instructional time for music in response to
NCLB mandates.89 Table 6 shows enrollment data prior and after NCLB. The data reveals
a decline in enrollment in public and private schools at the enactment of NCLB and post
NCLB. Although there is a decline in both public and private, the public schools are
affected the most by the enactment of NCLB.
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Table 6 Evaluating the Effect of No Child Left Behind on U.S. Music Course
Enrollments.” Journal of Research in Music Education 62, no. 3.90
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Funding Discrepancies
When it comes to the subject of balancing school budgets, schools nationwide
have seen reduced budgets. When the budget is in need of reduction, the arts, particularly
music suffers the most from budgetary reductions. As local school districts face decisions
on how to best manage their budgetary constraints, music educators are forced into
situations where they have to maintain high musical standards in a program or lose their
positions. According to Ben Mccanna, students in Portland public schools face a shortage
of musical instruments.91
Even though parents express the desire for music courses in their public schools,
they do not have the power to make the legislative changes needed to improve music
programs in public schools. Limited grants and community-based efforts have helped to
build and revitalize struggling music programs over the years, but the funds are not
sustainable.92 This type of assistance is particularly crucial in maintaining viable music
programs. According to Carlos Abril and Brent Gault, “unless the value of music education
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is recognized within a school, adequate resources, funding, and equipment will not be
committed.”93
According to K-State today, in the years 2008 to 2012 444 music educator
positions from the 69 percent of state school districts that responded to their surveys.94
What was meant to save money in the short run ended up costing districts more money in
the larger scheme of things. When music programs were cut in the Duval County Public
schools, it caused students to be placed in other content areas that did not offer an equitable
cognitive experience as music courses. The students that needed more engagement were
placed in large physical education classes or general music classes with no instruments and
often no textbooks or curriculum. 95
In 2018 the Duval school district made the hard choice between keeping art, music,
and physical education, or removing it from some schools and sparing others. The plan that
was approved involved balancing part of the budget by slowing down how much was
borrowed and paid back in district reserves.96 This move was meant for students to
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maintain the same number of courses being offered prior to any budget modifications. This
new plan would reduce staff and have schools share physical education and music faculty
members throughout the school day on a rotation system saving the district money in
salaries. 97
However, it was later discovered this was not wisest decision made by the school
district. Research by Mary Kelli Palka reveals that in 2010, “with only 7 percent of
sophomores reading at grade level or higher, the school must provide so many intensivereading classes there’s little time left for electives to inspire future artists or scholars. The
school where 2,200 once attended is now teaching fewer than a thousand.”98 Currently in
the feeder pattern for William M. Raines High School, students have some music options
in grades K-5, none in 6-8, and pick up again in grades 9-12.99
Table 7 shows the inconsistency in musical offerings in the Northwest quadrant
schools in Jacksonville Florida that feed into William M. Raines High School. If a student
wanted to have a chance at earning a scholarship for music in this feeder pattern, it would
present a challenge for them, as they would not get exposure to music making until high
school, while their peers would have had exposure since kindergarten. At the time of this
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research, Duval County Superintendent Diana Greene announced to state education leaders
that Northwestern Middle School will close after the 2019-20 school year.100 This school is
in the feeder pattern for William M. Raines High School, and as a result of the closure, the
students in this attendance will not be exposed to musical instruction until high school.
Table 7. Feeder Pattern for Northwest Secondary School, (Duval County Public
Schools), 2022.101
Schools in North West Quadrant

Music Offerings

Rufus E. Payne Elementary

None

Northwestern Legends Elementary

None

Sallye B. Elementary

None

Matthew Gilbert Middle School

None

John E. Ford Middle School

Chorus, Dance

Young Men’s and Women’s Leadership

Band, Chorus

Academy (Middle School)
William M. Raines High School

Band, Chorus, Keyboard

Andrew Jackson High School

Band, Chorus

Ribault High School

Band

100
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Table 8. Feeder Pattern for Southeast Secondary School, (Duval County Public
Schools), 2022.102
Schools in South East Quadrant

Music Offerings

Loretto Elementary School

General Music

Crown Point Elementary

Chorus

Mandarin Middle School

Band, Chorus

Mandarin High School

Band, Chorus

In retrospect, each of Duval County’s black high schools had a band program
during the time of segregation in the 1950s and ‘60s but the county did not hire its first
director of color until 1948.103 Although they had bands, during this time there was also
inequality in in the form of working instruments, but each school was working on building
viable band programs. In an interview by Kernaa Mcfarlin, he recounts that some of the
issues included the lack of access to basic instruments, practice facilities, and students with
prior musical experience. During the 1960s while serving as the band director at Stanton
High School, he was also expected to compete with other bands that had more experience
and working equipment.104 Mcfarlin managed to develop one of the most well-known
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band programs in the state of Florida at Stanton High School, but as mentioned further in
this study, that program has also suffered a tremendous loss in participation.
According to Marci Major:
Thriving programs exhibit common qualities such as effective leadership,
appropriate music repertoire, reliable feeder systems, sufficient funding, adequate
community and school support, student engagement, varied concert programs,
creative scheduling, and educational goals indicative of providing a social
education for students.105
Cuts in Public School Music Funding
The answer to exactly why music programs are being reduced cannot be
summarized in one statement, as the process of deciding how to spend available funds can
prove to be an extremely difficult process for administrative personnel. Many states
reported limited and diminishing funds for public schools as a result of low tax levies and
state revenues.106 Budgetary decisions often involve trade-offs, and school districts often
make the decision to keep one discipline while sacrificing the other.107 That sacrifice is
made with the intentions of reaching high student achievement goals and increasing
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graduation rates but often times falls short when teachers and students get burnt out from
higher workloads and reduced music exposure. Music and physical education courses
allow administrators to schedule more students in a class at the secondary level, but when
students do not elect to take music and the teachers do not have the necessities to teach the
surplus students, the classes become a place where students do not want to attend, and the
music program slowly deteriorates.
Poor scheduling can prove to be a major barrier to overcome in major inner-city
schools. Conflicts with other courses and the schools’ ability to offer classes in multiple
time slots can also lead to low music enrollment.108 Moving to block scheduling instead of
a seven to eight period school has seen music enrollment numbers decline. According to

Mara E. Culp and Matthew Clauhs, high school choral director Kevin Meidl reported
music enrollment decreasing after block schedule implementation in 69% high schools
replying to his study.109 Although Culp and Clauhs did not specify the type of school
that was surveyed, it was revealed by Daniel Isbell that scheduling problems can
manifest in small schools due to the inability to offer classes in multiple time slot.
When students are scheduled in a block schedule, called A/B day, students tend
to miss hours of instruction when they miss one or two days of school. If a student
misses two days of school with a block schedule, that is a total of 180 minutes of

108
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instruction missed in each course. If a student misses two days of school with a 7 or 8 class
day meeting 45 minutes for each class, only 90 minutes of instruction is missed. Over

time, the numbers begin to increase to where it is virtually impossible to remediate
hours of instruction and stay up to date with current progress. The problem of keeping
up with 90-minute blocks can be frustrating for teachers and students.
“Although music is not always compulsory, many schools require participation in
music in primary grades.”110 In secondary schools, students may elect to take music but
may still have barriers that will prevent them from participating. Exposure to music
programs, prior knowledge, and money are just a few of those barriers. The research
conducted by Kenneth Elpus and Carlos R. Abril,found that students from the highest
socioeconomic backgrounds were more likely to participate in ensembles such as band
and orchestra than students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds.111 Socioeconomic
status is also one of the main indicators on whether or not schools offer programs such as
guitar and orchestra in middle and high school.
“The U.S. public ranked arts education lower in importance than 18 other tested
subjects.”112 Additionally, according to a Puryear and Kettler study, twenty percent of the
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nation’s students attend rural schools, and few principals advocate for the inclusion of
music into their curriculum.113 Music is still underfunded in these areas as compared to
literary and mathematical courses. The allocation of funding in these disadvantaged
regions relies on the awareness of school and community leaders. If no one speaks up, the
cuts in arts as well as other areas will be made.
We can trace the earliest account of arts reduction back to the launching of Sputnik
by Russia in 1957. During this event, America realized that it was behind other countries in
the areas of science and space exploration: therefore, it was decided that we would devote
more energy into these programs to make America able to compete with them.114 This is
the earliest mention of the push for science in schools that would eventually lead to the
decline of respect for humanities. Arts and humanities would not be the discipline that
would put a man on the moon, but science would, so this is why there is still so much
emphasis on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) programs.
Just like the focus on science was heavy in the sixties, subjects like math and
reading began to be the focus of education in the 2000’s. The introduction of the No Child
Left Behind Act in 2001 showed our nation what legislators’ thought was important in the
field of education.115 The introduction of this law penalized school districts that did not
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show improvement. With the closing of schools being inevitable for failing schools, school
districts were forced to allocate more money into core areas to increase their test data, and
some school board employees went as far as falsifying the data manually.116 Teachers
across the country were accused of cheating on standardized tests. This test data was used
to determine teacher evaluations, school grades, as well as financial incentives for all
school- based employees; thus, maintaining high performing data was of the utmost
importance.
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 shifted educational priorities
towards accountability areas such as Math, Science, English, and History but failed to
include music and other fine arts.117 The purpose of this initiative was to hold school
districts accountable for students making adequate progress each year of the student’s
enrollment. Administrators were forced to make tough decisions and follow district
mandates without the funds needed to successfully carry out each initiative. These
monetary changes in school budgets were the beginning of arts cuts around the nation.
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State Testing in Music Classes
The Effects of State Testing in Secondary Music Classes
Even though the NCLB legislation has expired, many school systems still rely on
the results of standardized tests to inform decisions on funding, and graduation rates.118 In
most school districts across the nation, standardized testing is a term that is heard yearround and is synonymous with data. School level administrators read tirelessly over
student data in hopes of improving growth and proficiency in math, science, and reading.
The idea of intelligence in the United States was imported from France and was used in the
early 1900’s to determine developmental disabilities. However, as time progressed,
cognitive psychologists distorted the use of the tests and used them to make presumptions
about race and class politics. Tests conducted by Robert Yerkes, concluded that the
intelligence could be judged by the country of origin with the lighter skinned Western and
Northern Europeans being more intelligent than the darker people of eastern and southern
Europe.119 The results of this test and many more in the future would be strongly
connected to the existing social order in the United States.
Although music is not one of the accountability areas, Florida uses a standardized
test known as the End of Course Exam. At the end of the year, this test is used in a
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teacher’s evaluation, which includes indicators of student performance. District officials
use this data to evaluate student proficiency and the continuous improvement of effective
instruction.120 The development and implementation of assessment models for areas such
as band also presents problems for schools. The question can be made whether or not
standardized tests are an appropriate form of assessment for a band student.121
In 1998 Florida began using a testing model known as the FCAT, or Florida
Comprehensive Assessment Test. The implementation of this test was Florida’s plan to
increase student achievement by implementing higher standards, and to determine if
students were meeting the academic standards. Standardized test curricula are often praised
for the ability to decrease achievement gaps, although studies have shown that the effort
has largely failed.122 In 2006, it was reported by Jeffrey Kofman that 13,000 high school
seniors would not graduate, because they repeatedly failed to pass the tenth-grade version
of the test.123
Although a student can achieve proficient scores on paper and pen examinations,
some students may still struggle with producing a good tone quality that is needed to make
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music that is pleasing to the ear. Using paper and pen tests to evaluate music students on
subject knowledge instead of their musical experiences was a shift from teaching in public
schools prior to the inception of the FCAT in 1998.
The difficulty of secondary teachers to maintain teaching efficacy during testing
season is also a challenge that has yet to be rectified. Although districts have taken
different approaches, it proves nearly impossible to plan teacher and student schedules and
class spaces to accommodate testing and instruction simultaneously in comprehensive high
schools.124 At some secondary schools in Duval County, elective teachers such as band and
chorus, that typically have mixed grade levels in each class struggle for ways to create
meaningful assignments for students who are present in class during standardized testing
season. Although standardized tests reduce instructional time, teachers are encouraged not
to disseminate too much new information during testing season. This will avoid creating a
learning gap in progress from the students that are testing during those times. Although
elective teachers are deemed as non-accountability areas, the teachers are still accountable
for showing growth in their instrumental students playing ability. “Conformity placed on
schools by high-stakes standardized testing and the pressure-filled atmosphere fostered by

124

Jaclyn Zubrzycki, “Testing time shuffles schedules, impacts instruction,” Colorado Chalkboard,
March 6 , 201, https://co.chalkbeat.org/2015/3/6/21092190/testing-time-shuffles-schedules-impactsinstruction.
th

54

54

The Decline of Middle School Music Programss in Major U.S.
In Major U.S. Inner City Schools

preparation for the state’s standardized test is a large barrier to teaching, especially when
students are often pulled from their music classes for tutoring.”125
“Because job security or salary is dependent on student performance, it is not
unreasonable to assume that musical performance quality will suffer, as more time is
devoted to test preparation.”126 The extra time that band directors had during the day to
learn new literature is now spent with students participating in reading and math
interventions and pullouts. Students that do not need remediation are placed in high level
courses to help the school’s advanced course data. With this particular scheduling obstacle,
students miss valuable musical instruction throughout the day and have to make it up
during after-school band rehearsal and miss out on field maneuvers because they missed
the fundamentals in class. After a few failed attempts of learning band literature and field
maneuvers, most students begin to feel overwhelmed and eventually quit, marking another
decline in music participation numbers in their program.
According to Martin Wasserberg and Amy Rottman, “top-down legislation
inherently forces educators to reduce curriculum and impose rote methods of test-prep.”127
Interrupting elective classes for state testing and pulling out students for test prepping is a
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method that is widely used in public schools.128 This form of remediation works well for
the courses that the students are being pulled out for but simultaneously leaves the students
in a position where they lack the hours of instruction in their instrumental classes needed to
make significant gains on their instrument. Findings from Wasserberg and Rottman reveal
that minority students expressed frustration with test-centered instruction.
School administrators still require active bands to perform at graduation and
baccalaureate exercises during each school year in addition to athletic events.
Furthermore, when music students are regularly pulled out for reading, math, and science
remediation, it proves to be a difficult task to learn and perform grade level music literature
proficiently. According to Wasserberg and Rottman, “helping students increase their test
scores has taken precedence over facilitating a more engaged level of learning.”129
The impact and decline of music programs in inner-city schools in Jacksonville,
Florida can be seen as we look at the level of musicianship that was at its peak in the early
sixties and late seventies. During this period, students were playing a minimum of grade
four and five Florida Bandmasters Association rated literature with at least sixty members
on stage. In Table 9, Raines band, conducted by Dr. Julian E. White, received straight
superior ratings at their assessment in 1970. According to The Florida Bandmasters
Association 2022 assessment data, this school’s last entry into concert music performance
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assessment in 2017, earned a level three rating. Prior to 2017 this school had not been to a
formal concert assessment for ratings since 1998, although they did participate in 2007 for
comments only, as schools choose this option when they are in a rebuilding phase.130
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Table 9 Concert MPA, (Florida Bandmasters Association), 2022.131
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Music Assessments
Florida uses a system known as the Florida Music Performance Assessment
(MPA). Each year, bands from each district perform Marching, Concert and Jazz literature
at various skill levels based on the enrollment of students in the school building. The
problem with this system is it does not base the skill level on the amount of people that are
actually enrolled in music. This means that a high school that has an enrollment of 1900
students would be expected to play two grade four musical selections, regardless of
playing ability. Table 10 shows the classification system used by the Florida Bandmasters
Association. 132
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Table 10 Concert MPA, (Florida Bandmasters Association), 2022.133

The theory of how bands are assessed puts Title I schools in a dilemma, and
typically does not affect non -Title I schools. The dilemma that the Title I school is
presented with is that although they may have a large school enrollment, their band
members may have started playing their instrument for the first time in September. When
the November and March MPA recurs, the expectation is that the band enters the
competition and be adjudicated. At non-Title I schools, students are often exposed to
music at an earlier age. Most of the students in non-Title I schools have access to working
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instruments and can begin performing music in their primary years, so performing grade
level music early on in their secondary years is not a difficult task to accomplish.134
Minority school aged children have long reported feeling stereotyped in their
school environments.135 However, in inner-city schools that have a high enrollment of
minority students, the stereotyping can come in the form of standardized tests and MPA
rating comparisons. In music, receiving ratings at a performance assessment that are less
than superior can be demoralizing and perpetuate a stereotype for inner-city bands.
Stereotype theory posits that awareness of negative societal stereotypes about one’s group
may lead to thoughts about confirming said stereotype, and lead to the very failure that is
feared.136 This particular type of mindset is what keeps inner-city students from competing
in diverse settings, because they feel as if they will already be prejudged for failure.
Charles Maxwell, a former band director at Stanton Vocational in the 70’s stated how his
students were looked down upon, as they were not students of the newly formed Stanton
College Preparatory. Students enrolled in Stanton Vocational were able to enroll in courses
such as automotive, construction, and plumbing, while Stanton College Preparatory did not
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offer these courses. Mr. Maxwell in return dedicated his time to providing a quality
musical experience for himself and his students.137
Socio-Economic Schools (SES)
The stereotype fostered in some areas is that rural and inner-city ensembles are less
capable and unintelligent, while suburban kids are considered to be the status quo.138 In
order to avoid the labeling and mistreatment, inner-city programs often do not participate
in MPA festivals. Excellent or Superior results received from the MPA assessment can
help reputations of music programs, while poor results may hurt the reputation of innercity music programs and deters new members from joining. These actions may further
facilitate the decline of music interest in their building. “In addition, in a comparison of
ratings from ensembles in Texas, it was found that lower SES (socioeconomic schools)
schools’ music ensembles received lower ratings at adjudicated music contests more
frequently than higher SES schools’ music ensembles.”139 According to McGonigal,
stereotype threat has also been demonstrated to negatively affect the academic
performance of minority students.140
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In a study done by J.F. Mcarthy, it was revealed that socioeconomic status was a
significant predictor of retention, and students with higher SES tended to participate in
music programs longer than students from lower SES.141 Other factors such as teaching
style, musical background, and personality affects student retention, musical aptitude are
seldom the reasons for the decline of music programs. Although students may have the
aptitude, SES factors tend to be the most indicative of success or failure in inner-city
schools. It has also been noted that “the best predictor of the availability of string programs
at the elementary school level is the socioeconomic profile of the students.”142
Inner-city students often do not have the funds to have attire to appear as
professional as affluent music programs. However, it as been observed by this researcher
that judges are more impressed by music groups that are dressed in professional attire.
Judges in these systems inadvertently reinforce negative stereotypes and view inner-city
bands as less refined and polished.143 These non-musical factors contribute to the low
ratings that inner-city groups receive and tarnish the reputations and prestige of the
ensemble for years thereafter.
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Considering the tendency for affluent high schools’ music programs receiving
higher ratings and inner-city schools receiving lower ratings, the potential exists for innercity students to be at a disadvantage. The absence of capital, social prejudices, and
educational inequalities hinder the performance of low socioeconomic schools and also
plays an important role on the development of music programs in inner-city schools. When
inner-city school programs are not funded properly, students often do not participate or
have adequate equipment. In a comprehensive study done by C. Smith, it was revealed
that students living in higher socioeconomic areas had more
access to music than students living in low socio-economic areas.144 In addition,
Brandstrom and Wiklund noticed that it was twice as common for students of higher-level
employees and higher education to study music than children of parents with a workingclass background.145 With the absence of capital in these low socioeconomic areas, low
enrollment follows, and programs are ultimately eliminated.
Race and Retention
In a study done by K. Salvador and Kristen Allegood, the access to music in regard
to race was examined in three major cities.146 Their report found that were significant
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differences in the access to music between schools with high and low proportions of nonwhite enrollment. The categories studied were courses offering music instruction,
extracurricular activities, and resources. The most significant results of the study done by
Salvador and Allegood is that in Detroit, revealed that there were significant differences in
access to music in all categories except nonperformance music offerings. Only 31% of the
high minority sample offered any music instruction while 100% of the low minority
schools offered music.147
Resources such as class supplies and additional arts courses outside of the norm can
influence students’ views toward their school environment.148 When students are in a wellmaintained clean environment, they are more likely to recruit more students that share the
same experiences. Many urban schools are in detrimental conditions. Therefore, students
may not take pride in the building and its circumstances. If students perceive the school as
less than adequate, they may elect to attend other schools with better accommodations.
The decline in music programs has been noted in several publications but more
specifically in 1998, in the Tampa Tribune. The music program in St. Petersburg, Florida,
one of the city’s oldest high schools, was identified as a school with an extreme loss in
enrollment. During the eighties, their band was enrolling one hundred students or more,
but in 1998 they were enrolling between 35 and 50, with nearly half of those students ninth
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graders.149 Of those students in the band, only 35 students played wind or percussion
instruments, the other 15 were members of auxiliary teams (such as flags, color guard, and
dancers).150
During segregation, many white families left the public school system and enrolled
in private institutions, as a result the decline in enrollment in music began to affect bands
in Tampa, Florida as well. It was at this time that two well-known majority black schools,
Middleton and Blake High School, were transformed into Magnet Schools. Some
community members felt that this move would force students to be bused too far outside of
their neighborhood.151 According to Dr. Timothy Groulx, this resulted in the dilution of
their school and music program and racist treatment at Florida Bandmasters Association
(FBA) Events.152
Impacts of Low Enrollment
The decline in musicianship can be seen more directly in inner-city schools than
more affluent schools and can be attributed to several factors. In Pinellas County, in the
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year 1992, state budgets caused the school system to eliminate a class period but maintain
graduation required courses. Elementary band and string programs at all grade levels was
eliminated.153 Without music being taught in the elementary and middle school levels,
there are fewer students able to enter high school performing ensembles such as marching
band in their ninth-grade year.
Low enrollment, low funding, high-stakes testing, violence, and extreme poverty
are a few factors that have contributed to the decline of not only music programs, but entire
school buildings in the inner-city. area. As noted in table 6, the northwestern district once
served a community with a plethora of middle school music options, currently there are
only two schools in this community that offer instrumental music. These two programs
also suffer from the lack of funding needed to adequately build a music program at all
levels. On the average, one decent trumpet is around six-hundred dollars, so with school
districts only allotting 1.6% of total district expenditures on music education, it would take
these programs years to build an instrument closet with enough instruments to supply a
decent sized ensemble.154

The costs associated with purchasing an instrument and the instrumental
accessories needed to maintain it may prove to be too costly for some families in inner-
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city areas. While these families may value instrumental music and wish for their
children to participate in the arts, their participation can suffer due to financial
hardships. The issues in inner-city schools and lack of available resources creates an
access barrier which may deny equal access to music programs even though a school
district may have diligently worked to create opportunities intended to engage all
students.155 In 2011 Duval County saw a $91 million shortage, this lack of resources
can caused many programs in the county to be at risk of being eliminated or
significantly reduced156.
Without viable feeders in the elementary and middle schools, high school programs
are charged with the responsibility of turning eight years of lost musical development into
a four-year high school progression that should be able to compete with rivaling schools
that receive more monetary support, and students with years of musical experience. Due to
having little to no new students enrolling in music each year, students and teachers at the
secondary level in inner-city schools are placed at a disadvantage for opportunities such as
playing in honors ensembles, competing in district events, and auditioning for college
scholarships. The students that enroll in band in high school will have to speed through the
process of learning musicianship in a short amount of time missing valuable fundamental
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principles. But in order to satisfy school and community expectations of having a band on
display as soon as the first football game takes place each Fall, band directors try to make
miracles happen with the support that they do have.
The issues of low enrollment and late enrollment ultimately affects the kind of
student that enrolls in collegiate level music programs and dilutes the quality of student
that was participating in band prior to budget cuts across the nation. These students will
miss years of musical instruction in their primary years. According to Wasserburg and
Rottman, “Teachers in low-income schools have been less likely than their counterparts in
high-income schools to have a curriculum for use in the classroom that is able to meet
individual student needs.”157 Loss of funding in programs that were historically low or
underperforming, makes a different impact than a school that was well-supported, although
neither scenario made a suitable outcome.158
With music program budgets being cut, its effects can be felt throughout the nation.
Schools with once flourishing programs are now no longer existent or scarce reflections of
what used to be. High stakes testing along with budget cuts and redirections of music
allocations to increase test data in core classes, have left music educators to justify their
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existence in many schools or risk being obsolete, but each budget cut creates a domino
effect in the chain of education.159
When music is cut at any point in a pupil’s progression, the outcome will be
reflected in the feeder pattern of the schools of each student. Students that are exposed to
music or any activity at an early age are more willing to learn and accept new ideas and
concepts, but as students and adults get older, they are less likely to try new and difficult
things. When students miss the opportunity to learn music in elementary and middle
school, the chances of them picking up an instrument and being ready to study music on a
collegiate level in four years is almost slim to none. As a result of missing music in
elementary and middle school, high school bands are not as musically sound as they could
be.
When music programs are cut or downsized, the students in the inner-cities are
affected more significantly than their affluent counterparts. Participation in music may
have been the only thing bonding inner-city students to school.160 The effects of cutting
music programs in low socioeconomic neighborhoods ultimately determines the type of
environment that students reside in. Students who had arts-rich experiences in school were
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more than three times as likely to earn a college degree as similar students without those
experiences.161 These students would go on to purchase homes in their neighborhoods and
increase the property values in these neighborhoods which would funnel money back into
the schools through property taxes. Without high school and college graduates in these
neighborhoods, there are not enough home sales to give schools the funds they need to be a
success, and the neighborhood as a whole will ultimately decrease in value and deteriorate
into government homes and abandoned properties.
schools.162
The Current State of Music Programs
The Give A Note Foundation has conducted research and has provided data
detailing the teachers in each school and course offerings in elementary and secondary
levels. This study helps us to understand in more detail how funds are allocated in each
school district. Ensemble based education is the most common form of music in America.
Courses such as band and its variants followed by chorus, and orchestra are the most
popular.163 General music is the single most common course offered amongst all levels, but
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it can be noted that this course could offer more engagement if it was tied to a hands-on
approach such as band versus the historical method that is currently taught.
Fundraising continues to be an essential part of music directors’ role across each
level. The older the student gets, the more money it costs to facilitate the learning of that
student, so it makes sense that high school music programs will require the most support
out of each level of learning.164 Educators may be able to alleviate some of the financial
obligations required by students and parents by finding ways to reduce cost or provide
materials free to all learners. Eliminating these barriers will ultimately increase student
engagement and community support for music programs. With little to no district support,
the funds to manage a high school music program can be extensive, so financial
management is a skill that is needed for today’s music teacher.
In order for programs to flourish, music educators must get the support of the
principal. The deciding factor between good and bad music programs most of the time
comes down to the philosophy of the building principal. If the desire to build a solid
program is there, they will find a way to allocate funds to support that vision, but in most
cases the principal will opt for less expensive musical offerings such as chorus and
drumlines that do not cost the school much money: however, they do not offer the same
level of cognitive output as wind instrument ensembles. In some elementary schools,
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music serves as the preparatory hour for the classroom teacher, and the faculty decides
whether or not music gets offered, and if the teacher is not liked that program can be voted
out.165
Student retention is a reoccurring issue among lower socioeconomic schools and
continues to stifle the middle and high school music programs as well as colleges and
universities. Socioeconomic status is significantly related with student participation and
retention in school music.166 This tendency could be due to the fees that accompany
musical instruments and performance fees such as trips, assessments, and performance
attire. Additionally, students in these circumstances often have to work to support their
families and will miss opportunities to learn, grow, and perform musically. Students in
lower socioeconomic areas also deal with alcohol and drug addiction in their families and
can also be pressured into joining gangs.
With a reduced number of students learning music in primary grades, and budgets
cut in all academic settings, colleges no longer have an extensive pool of students to
interview for top academic opportunities and are left to settle for what is available. The
effects in music budget reduction can be seen in Bethune-Cookman University’s band as
observed in 2021. Over the past five years they have averaged over 325 students, and in
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one year, saw their numbers reduced to 250. According to Vaughn Wilson, “more than
$1.3 million was cut from football scholarships and $700,000 from the Marching
Wildcats.”167 These numbers affect recruiting, scholarships, travel, equipment and all
aspects of a program. This is also a result of the impact of the decline of middle school
music programs. Collegiate bands will progressively get smaller and smaller if there are
not enough new musicians groomed at the middle school and secondary levels. These
fundamental necessities are needed early on in matriculation to sustain membership in
music programs.
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CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION
Conclusion
While the decline of music in inner-city schools can not be fixed overnight, there
are things that can be done to repair the cycle of disparity and despair. Issues like better
working conditions, fair wages for teachers, and equality in spending would be a great start
for district level leaders. Providing better music educators that are able to relate to the
students in which they serve, advocate for them, and have compassion for their situations
would also help rebuild music programs in inner-city schools, and foster better
relationships between all stakeholders. With the majority of inner-city schools having
almost an entire African American population, teacher and administrative support should
mirror the demographics of the student population. With a better understanding of the
problems associated with inner-city schools, teachers would be better prepared to work in
an urban environment.
As a society it must be understood that segregation by race and socioeconomic
status persists in some school systems, and the decline of their music programs has
reflected as such. Much can be learned from studying how decisions made in the past have
influenced the current status of musical programs. The inequality that urban teachers have
overcome to reach where they currently are is indeed an amount of growth to be noted, but
inner-city schools still have a long way to go to reach equality.
The successful integration of inner-city music programs into the mainstream is
highly dependent upon how well the director understands the community in which they
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serve. At times, some music directors program music that is not aligned with their
community preferences that lessens the support from their stakeholders, which in turn
reduces the potential members into their music program. Music directors must become
familiar to the preferences that are prevalent in the community in which they serve.
Upholding and instilling the values that the community has for their neighborhood school
will earn the support needed for the music program to recruit, promote, and retain
membership each year. Parents will be more inclined to enroll their student into music if
they believe that the director is consistent and has their best interest at heart.
The relationship between the school administration and the band director, and/or
department head and the band director is vital to the success of a sustainable music
program. Programs will not be able to succeed without the support of the department of
education, the superintendent, and building principals. The decision-making entities should
take the responsibility for the comprehensive educational development for each student in
their districts by ensuring that music is present as a necessity and not as an option. Ivone
Clark notes that “providing music education entails an adaptable curriculum with the
flexibility of instructional activities as a way to ensure and achieve significant educational
goals.” 168
The principal of the school’s role in establishing and maintaining a music program
is one where there should be a partnership between the director and the administrator. With
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a great partnership, there would be clear expectations and goals established. Being present
and accessible to students and parents, also shows stakeholders that he/she is interested in
enriching and developing a quality music program. In order to achieve realistic goals in
inner-city schools, the relationship between the administration and directors must be
closer. Regardless of the aptitude and skill level of the band director, the building principal
is the fundamental administrator that is needed to provide and promote success of the band
program.
Music has a power of forming the character and should therefore be introduced into
the education of the young.169 Establishing music into the lives of the young while they are
still impressionable should be the norm in curriculum just as math, science, and English
courses. Doyle found that “due to its artistic and social nature, music can connect urban
students to their education through its potential for use as a vehicle for cultural
relevance.”170
Summary
This thesis has given an overview on how music programs have been declining in
inner city schools. Music programs have provided the soundtrack for our daily lives for
decades but are often minimized and not recognized for artistic abilities. Policy makers
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have reduced the budget allocations for music throughout the years and made science,
military, and exploration the primary focus of government spending.
Throughout history there have been times where musicians were able to justify
their well-being and solidify support through various foundations; however, music
professionals have to make substantial gains in relevance to reach financial equality. In
order for music educators to reach the same level of support as core subjects such as math,
and reading, we must support the expansion of the music curriculum, provide financial
support for professional development and support advocacy at local and state levels.
“States differ in terms of policies governing the instructional time of the arts. As a result,
access to high-quality arts instruction is decided locally.”171 When educators are aware of
current policy reforms, cultural prejudices, and the possible implications of these on music
education, they are better able to voice their opinion, speak on key classroom issues, and
bring about change. However, educators are frequently uninformed on education policies
or choose not to participate in politics unless it affects them directly.

Limitations
The scope of this review is limited. Constraints and limited access to exact
financial data have not been included, but examples of public data has been included. The
most significant limitation of this research is that exact dollar amounts could not be
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provided as to how much many is allocated to music departments in each district. Thus, the
research provided will remain a working document as more financial data may become
available. Additionally, due to gentrification, the inner-city demographic has changed in
some areas furthering the need for additional research for each school district. Also, some
schools have revitalized their music programs and do not have the data to provide
enrollment data prior to high-stakes testing. One of the challenges in understanding why
the budgets are being cut is that we do not have enough data to know whether or not prior
budgets were sufficient to music educators, however we do know what a thriving program
looks like. Finally, at the time of this research, a global pandemic known as the Covid-19
has forced programs to cease operation and are not able to provide normal enrollment data.
Recommendations
According to Clark, “those teaching music or seeking to support music education in
their school programs must constantly be motivated and aware of policy changes and any
resulting difficulties.”172 While there are still some music programs doing well and
surviving despite budgetary challenges, the threat to music in schools is always a reality
that must be recognized. It is important for parents and community members to voice their
opinions to policy makers and decision makers so that music can overcome its decadence
and increase its visibility in public and private schools. We often praise sports each day
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and night through media outlets and tend to forget and dismiss the musicians who have
made it possible for media services to have music to support their digital platforms.
Some educators have seen the need for help in restoring arts in schools and
partnered with local foundations, added more teachers and classes, and developed artists in
residence to fund arts development.173 These efforts, however, fall short of correcting how
arts are integrated into the curriculum and are not given viable resources as they are given
to core subjects. Music programs are responsible for placing more students in college on
their musical ability than core subject teachers place students in college based on academic
merit, a fact that is often overlooked. 174 Music can also lead to constructive
accomplishments, enabling children to develop self-discipline, and leadership qualities.175
In order for music programs to maintain and increase their viability, they must
make known the benefits that music students have over their non-performing peers. Music
students have more cognitive abilities and also have higher vocabularies than students that
do not engage in music activities.176 A study conducted in 2015 states that eighty-seven
percent of parents believe children should have a chance to learn an instrument as early as
173
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elementary school.177 These are the kind of statistics that tend to get overlooked when it
comes to the allocation of funds. Music specialists have to continue to advocate for their
programs by presenting the data and supporting student growth. If music teachers do not
advocate for themselves, the art form will slowly be replaced by less expensive forms of
music making such as general music, dance classes, and vocal ensembles.
There are many ways to increase musical awareness in schools, but the support
starts with the parents. Parents and guardians can have a significant role in the influence on
children’s aspirations. In order for music to remain relevant and viable in schools, the
NAMM (National Association of Music Merchants) foundation outlined below some ways
that parents can begin to consider.They are as follows:
•
•
•

Adequately fund music and arts education for all children.
Require student participation in music education in middle and high school.
Increase awareness that federal law already designates the arts as a core academic
subject.
Ensure that every student who wants to play music has access to an instrument of
choice and can take it home to practice.
Close the opportunity gap by reducing disparities in music education so that all
schools, geographic regions and demographic groups have equal access to quality
music education.
Provide professional development opportunities to all music educators—and
consider integrating music into professional development for all educators.
Increase the scope of all elementary school music programs to include instrument
instruction, music theory and composition.

•
•
•
•
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•

Increase awareness among administrators, teachers and parents that Title I monies
can be used for music education—increasing the number of programs that use these
funds for music education. 178
Band directors can also improve retention in their programs by assisting with

master scheduling and recruiting with their guidance departments. Scheduling problems
tend to occur when teachers do not communicate with the scheduling team and also when
students are in magnet programs that do not have enough room on their schedule for
electives. Although magnet scheduling is out of the director’s hand, submitting a list of
suggested scheduling ideas will improve the likelihood of scheduling consistency across
each class.
Although music has changed drastically over the last fifty years, most educators are
trained in Western classical music, and at the elementary level American Folk music.179
Educators should become more aware of the cultural differences and be prepared to engage
with socially diverse students. The pedagogical skillset needed to engage and connect with
inner-city students is necessary to deliver the music effectively. It is important that innercity students are provided with diverse musical representations as well as music that is
relatable to their own experiences.
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Culp and Clauhs found that, “Ensemble repertoire is inextricably connected to
curriculum in many secondary music ensembles.”180 In order to attract the attention of
adolescent youth that may not have experienced formal music, the director is encouraged
to select musical literature that is more familiar to their experiences. When students are
more familiar with the literature, they are more likely to give their best effort. Additionally,
students from low socioeconomic backgrounds may struggle to see themselves represented
in the music curriculum when the music does not represent the demographics in the school.
Careful teaching of music relevant to the culture of the individuals in the school can help
create academic and social connections between teachers and students in inner-city
Considerations for Future Study
For further research, it is recommended to look into the outcomes of students that
participated in the arts versus students that did not receive arts training in school and
compare their current living statuses in society. It would be beneficial to this research to
know how participation in the arts in elementary and secondary schools affected the
earning wages of students over their adult years. Additionally, racial inequality in music
programs is a topic than could be further be researched in relationship to the decline of
music programs in inner-city schools.
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